
For this lesson, you will need:

 Pen/pencil

 Plan template or re-create template on lined paper.

 Scrap paper to take notes.

 Technical vocabulary support sheet (from Tuesday)

 Cause and Effect support sheet (from Monday)
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LO: To plan an explanation text.

 I can plan the headings that would be used.

 I can plan technical vocabulary.

 I can organize my ideas.
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Activity

We are going to write Beowulf’s guide to killing 

monsters. We are going to use his experience with 

both of the monsters he killed to write a guide for 

other heroes to ready and understand how they too 

can kill monsters like Beowulf.



Firstly, how did Beowulf kill Grendel?

 Waited for him in the mead-hall.

 Did not have any weapons or armour

 Took Grendel by surprise and held onto his arm, 

restraining him.

 Pulled off Grendel’s arm.

 Grendel fled from Heorot to die.



How did Grendel kill the Sea-Hag?

 Went to the Sea-Hag’s lair.

 Wore armour and had a weapon.

 Dived into the water to find her.

 Struggled to defeat her.

 Found a magical giant sword and killed her.



When we look at both of his methods, 

are they similar or different?

Kills Grendel

 Waited for him in the mead-hall.

 Did not have any weapons or 

armour

 Took Grendel by surprise and 

held onto his arm, restraining 

him.

 Pulled off Grendel’s arm.

 Grendel fled from Heorot to die.

Kills Grendel’s mother

 Went to the Sea-Hag’s lair.

 Wore armour and had a 

weapon.

 Dived into the water to find 

her.

 Struggled to defeat her.

 Found a magical giant sword 

and killed her.



What type of headings shall we have in 

our explanation text?

 Let’s look at this example to help us.

http://www.haresfieldschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/How-To-Slay-A-
Monster-by-Amelia-P.pdf

http://www.haresfieldschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/How-To-Slay-A-Monster-by-Amelia-P.pdf


Now you are going to plan your 

explanation text. 

Think about what you want your explanation text to include. 

 What will be your title? 

 What will you choose as your three subheadings? 

 Think about the technical vocabulary you will need to 
include.

 Write some cause and effect conjunction ideas.

 Is there a fact or piece of information you also want to 
include in a ‘did you know’, ‘warning’ or ‘things to 
remember’ box?
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